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Last Sunday September 27th Catalonia held regional elections, but they were not 
regular elections at all. The goal of this election was not only to elect the seats of the 
regional Parliament, but to have a clear photo of what the Catalan voter wants the 
relation between Catalonia and Spain to be, and more concretely if there was a 
majority in favour of a new independent Catalonia or not. 
 
The road to this day started exactly ten years ago, when the Catalan Parliament by a 
great majority of votes (80% out of 135 seats) decided to modify the status of Catalonia 
inside Spanish autonomous system, according with the laws and the Spanish 
Constitution. The aim of the reform was to strength the Catalan self-government, and 
the proposition was negotiated with the Spanish Parliament, and the final agreement 
was voted in a referendum by the Catalans in June 2006, with a 73% of yes. 
 
After the vote, the Popular Party, who always stood against the agreement, took the 
reform to the Constitutional Court that established in July 2010 that the new Catalan 
status was against the Constitution in some crucial aspects. Politically, the 
Constitutional sentence was read as a final point to the historical agreement between 
the Catalanist forces and the Spanish left parties to improve the Catalan government. 
Since then on, the positions in each side grew further and further. The arrival of PP to 
the Spanish government at the end of 2011 broke the political dialog between the 
Catalan nationalist majority and the new Spanish rulers. 
 
Since then on, demonstrations have succeeded in Barcelona every Catalan national 
day, on September 11th, every year bigger and closer to the independence thesis. At 
this point, the pro-independence parties unified to head to a plebiscite type of election, 
with a “yes” side against a “no” side clearly defined. On the first side there was the 
coalition of nationalist parties from centre-right to centre-left (Together for Yes) and a 
small radical leftist party (Candidatures of Popular Unity, CUP). On the no side there 
were PP and a fresh new party of the centre-right (Citizens). In between, the Socialist 
Party (PSC) and a leftist coalition, linked to Podemos, those two defending to improve 
the Catalan government by an agreement with Spain (through a referendum or a 
constitutional reform). 
 
The results have shown a clear majority of the pro-independence side, although with a 
short percentage of votes (47.8%) to claim for a unilateral declaration of independence. 
The pro-unionist side got the 25% of the vote, a similar proportion of the “third way” 
represented by PSC and Podemos. 
 
But the Catalan elections, although were presented as a referendum by the pro-
independence forces, have shown a deep trend of an electorate that moves from the 
“old” parties to the “new” ones, as it was seen on the local elections in May. On the pro-
independence side, the winners are the radical left (CUP), that have multiplied by more 



than two their vote of 2012, while the more traditional Together for Yes (created by the 
ruling centre-right nationalists) have won just 709 votes. 
 
The same trend is visible on the other side. PP has lost more than 125.000 votes and 
eight seats, while the “new” Citizens party has won almost half a million and 16 seats. 
 
Polarization between yes and no has affected the results of Socialists and leftist. 
Together they have lost six seats. 
 
The outcome of the election is not clear at all. On one side, pro-independence parties 
will have a majority of seats in the new Parliament (72 out of 135), although they have 
lost two compared with the 2012 results, and more important, they do not have the 
legitimacy of more than 50% of the vote to run a declaration of independence. And to 
make it more complex, CUP has said that will not support the continuity of the 
nationalist centre-right leader, Artur Mas, as President. 
 
If the pro-independence moderates want to keep Mas in office, they could search for 
other parliamentarian support, but it would be in exchange of abandoning the idea to 
declare independence without the agreement of the Spanish authorities. And, to make 
the picture even more complex, next December there will be General elections in 
Spain, so any solid agreement will be postponed until 2016, and it is not clear what 
effect this Catalan elections will have in the Spanish scenario. It is out of question that 
what has happened in Catalonia will affect the Spanish campaign, but it is risky to 
conclude in what sense. 
 
Ten years after starting, the Catalan chapter is far to be closed. 


